INTO THE SHADOWS
face to face with the fear that the question of relief for
the Catholics would be revived; for Perceval, to whom he
had entrusted the task of re-shaping the Administration on the
announcement of Portland's retirement, was firmly of the opinion
that it was his duty to effect a coalition with Grenville and Howick.
Reluctantly he agreed that Perceval should approach the 'two
Lords/ He would not ' mix personally in' the negotiations;
but he told Perceval that he * reserved to himself, when die persons
negotiating should have settled particulars, the right of approving
of, or dissenting from, any of those he might think material/
And, at the same time, he impressed upon Perceval that he could
never depart from the position which he had already taken up on
the question of Catholic Emancipation.
The overtures made to the * two Lords * were abortive: they
would not serve under the conditions which the King had laid
down, and they resented the fact that they had not been personally
invited to the Court to state their case. Perceval, therefore, was
compelled to patch up the Administration as best he could. He
took Portland's place as First Lord of the Treasury, and retained
his office of Chancellor of the Exchequer. The Earl of Liverpool
[Hawkesbury of old] left the Home Office to become Secretary
of State for War and Colonies; and Wellesley took Canning's
place as Foreign Secretary. Richard Ryder, who was Lord
Harrowby's younger brother, was brought in as Secretary of
State for Home Affairs; and the Secretary at War was Henry
John Temple, Viscount Palmerston, who was destined to remain
in that office under successive Governments until 1828.
On October 25th, 1809, the country celebrated the Jubilee of
the King's reign with great rejoicing. All through the day the
bells of London's churches rang out their message of loyalty.
Royal salutes were fired by artillerymen in London's parks, and
by sailors manning the batteries in the royal dockyards. Debtors
were freed from prison, and military offenders were pardoned.
The children of the poor were fed and presented with parcels of
* warm clothing.' Throughout the country it was a holiday;
and in Town and Country people went to church for the service
of thanksgiving which had been specially drawn up by the
Archbishops and Bishops; and then adjourned to the 'feast*
which was everywhere prepared, and the sports which inevitably
follow such entertainments.
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